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A PATCH OF HISTORY
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Recognizing Rochester Soldiers' Contributions on
'Poppy Day'
After World War I, Rochester began celebrating "Poppy Day" by selling paper flowers to raise
money for veterans and families on Memorial Day.
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Originally called Decoration Day, the first Memorial Day was held on May 30, 1868, when wreaths were placed at the graves of both Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery and flowers adorned Civil War veterans’ graves throughout the country.
After WWI, the holiday became known as Memorial Day and was extended to recognize soldiers and veterans from all wars.
During that same time, the holiday received an unofficial title – Poppy Day – to honor those who serve and their families, as well. Paper poppies were
sold to raise money for disabled veterans and the families of deceased veterans.
In 1971, Memorial Day observance was moved from May 30 to the last Monday in May.

A poppy is worth a thousand words
In 1915, Canadian Army Col. John McRae wrote “In Flanders Fields,” a poem inspired by the terrible carnage he witnessed while tending to soldiers
wounded on the battlefield in the Ypres salient in Belgium. Taking a moment to reflect on the horrific site, McRae wrote the poem, making note of the
wild red poppies growing all around.
Soon after the poem was published, ladies began selling homemade paper poppies to raise funds for children whose fathers died in the Great War.
Rochester began celebrating its own Poppy Day in 1920, when the Rochester unit of the American Legion Auxiliary sold little red paper flowers known
as Buddy Poppies. Sales benefited disabled veterans and their families, as well as the wives and children of soldiers who died while serving.
In 1938, Rochester observed its 17th annual Poppy Day on May 28.
“Plans are being developed to distribute poppies throughout the village,” the Rochester Clarion reported.
Elsie J. Long, chair of the Poppy Day committee, told the paper that “everyone who wears a poppy on Poppy Day, not only is showing remembrance
and honor for the men who died in the war, but is giving help to those who still are bearing the burdens of the war in suffering, privatization and lost
opportunity.”
Today, “A Patch of History” wears a symbolic poppy in recognizing the contributions Rochester and its residents have made to the defense of America
since 1776.

Nathaniel Baldwin, Revolutionary War soldier and Rochester pioneer
Born in Connecticut in 1761, Nathaniel Baldwin served in the Sixth Connecticut Regiment during the American Revolution. As noted in a walking tour
brochure for Mount Avon Cemetery, where Baldwin is buried, he married Susanna Sherman whose uncle, Roger Sherman, signed the Declaration of
Independence.
Baldwin arrived in Michigan in 1817 and soon after helped to establish the Rochester settlement.

Samuel Harris, Civil War Prisoner of War
Samuel Harris served in Company A of the Fifth Michigan Cavalry, part of the famous Michigan Brigade led by General George A. Custer. The brigade
fought in some of the war’s most significant battles including Gettysburg and Appomattox.
In 1864, Lt. Harris’s regiment came under enemy fire and was forced to surrender. Harris became a POW of the Confederacy, which accused him of
war crimes. Narrowly escaping death by hanging, Harris was sent to Libby Prison, where he suffered malnutrition, hard labor and illness.
Harris survived the war and though he didn’t return to live in Rochester, he became a successful businessman and donated funds to construct a water
fountain monument for the people of Rochester in 1917.
The fountain was restored and rededicated in 2002 in a location near the Rochester Police Department in Rochester Municipal Park.

John J. Snook, veteran and Rochester’s “poet laureate”
John J. Snook was a sergeant major in the 22nd Michigan Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War. He was wounded in the Battle of Chickamauga,
where more than half of the unit’s men were either killed, wounded or declared missing in one day of fighting.
At home in Avon Township (now Rochester Hills), Snook and his wife owned Overlook Fruit Farm – a 170-acre orchard along Rochester Road (where
the Borders shopping mall is now located). A prolific writer and published poet, Snook was nicknamed the “Poet Laureate” of Rochester.
On May 30, 1911, Snook wrote an original poem, “The Soldier Monument,” for the dedication of the Billy Yank statue in Mount Avon Cemetery.
What follows is a copy of the poem as it appears on the web site for the City of Rochester.

The Soldier Monument
by John J. Snook, May 30, 1911
Hail! loyal hearts and true! This mark s the time
When semi-century has swiftly flown,
And we are here with patriot glow
To dedicate brave worth in chiseled stone.
'Mongst peace and plenty strewn on every side
The rising race think not nor understand,
The fearful times of those dark awful years
When men stood up as targets for our land.
They cannot k now the struggle that it cost
To save our country from war's dreadful strife;
And may our children's children never need
To don the sword or gun, to save her life.
Oh, God of Heaven! mak e brave our loyal hearts
That in this blessed land so dearly saved,
We stand united, firm, against all wrong
That cause our youth and homes to be enslaved.
Speak , then, oh monument, in years to come;
Tell of the G.A.R. and others dear;
Tell of true woman's trying years at home,
And of the W.R.C who placed you here.
Hail! comrade, hail! Hail sisters, children all;
The zeal of loyalty will never lag
While here this tok en stands for those who fought
In freedom's cause, for country and for flag.

Homer Wing, a WWI Polar Bear
According to Home Town Rochester: A History of Avon Township, Rochester and Rochester Hills, Michigan, Homer Wing was a 24-year-old farm
worker before he became a member of the 310th Engineers of the U.S. Army’s 85th Division during WWI. Wing and his fellow soldiers were not sent to
the fields of Europe. Instead, they were sent to arctic-like Archangel in northern Russia.

“The American detachment had been sent to assist an international force, including the British,” it’s noted in Home Town Rochester, “in preventing
Russian assets from falling into German hands.”
Enduring sub-zero weather, little daylight and frostbite, the men were still stationed in Russia months after the war had ended.
In June 1919, the men, later named the “Polar Bears,” were finally sent home. Wing, however, never made it home alive. He died from injuries
sustained in a train accident on May 25, 1919.
To honor his memory and service, the American Legion Post No. 172 on Third Street in downtown Rochester was named the Homer Wing Post in 1920.

Western Knitting Mill, major wool producer during WWI
During WWI, the Western Knitting Mills (now home to the Rochester Mills Beer Co.) produced wool socks, gloves, mittens and gloves for most of the
U.S. soldiers serving oversees.

WWII Honor Roll Monument
According to the online blog “Remembering Rochester,” an incredible ten percent of Rochester’s population served in WWII. Their names are listed on
the WWII Honor Roll Monument in Rochester Municipal Park.
Originally dedicated by the Blue Star Mothers in 1945, the memorial includes the names of 1,116 men and women from Rochester who died in the war.
Their names are etched on 16 panels of glass.
The memorial was neglected over the years and dismantled in 1963.
In 2002, the monument was rededicated after pieces of it were relocated and restored with the help of the Rochester-Avon Historical Society and
several other community organizations and businesses.

Roderick Arnold and Olga Zacharuk, hometown patriots during WWII
Not only did many Rochester troops serve during WWII, but people at home also made significant contributions to the war effort.
One of Rochester’s bravest, Master Sgt. Roderick C. Arnold, was a member of an observation crew that took part in a significant bombing mission over
Japan in August 1945.
According to Home Town Rochester, Arnold was “a U.S. Army Air Force technical sergeant, (who) served as flight engineer aboard the B-29 Great
Artiste, which flew as an observer aircraft on the atomic bomb strike mission against Nagasaki, Japan.”
At home, Olga Zacharuk had her own special role in helping to end the war.
In 1942, the Western Knitting Mills building (now home to the Rochester Mills Beer Co.) again served the country when it housed the McAleer
Manufacturing Co., which produced flares and the M-46 photoflash bomb during the war. Released by war planes, the photoflash bomb produced a
light bright enough for taking photographic images at night.
Zacharuk, a McAleer employee, packed the last photoflash bomb to fall on Tokyo.

Jerry Barnett, a hometown boy sent to fight in Korea
Army private Jerry Barnett was just 19 years old when he died in action during in Korea on July 20, 1950. Barnett was laid to rest in Stoney Creek
Cemetery.

Rochester area casualties “mercifully low” in Vietnam
According to Home Town Rochester, the Rochester area “sent less than two hundred citizens into military service in Vietnam during the fourteen years
of the conflict.” While the country erupted in war protests, “the number of local casualties was mercifully low, and Rochester was, at least outwardly,
relatively untouched by the divided sentiment toward American foreign policy.“

Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom
In Jan. 2011, Rochester Patch reported the story of U.S. Army Sgt. Ed Nowicki’s quest to have a local school renamed for Army 1st Lt. Adam Malson,
who died in Baghdad in 2005.
Though they weren’t friends, Rochester Patch noted, both Nowicki and Malson graduated from Rochester High School in 1998.
In 2005, Malson died while saving an Iraqi woman from a suicide bombing attack in Baghdad.
In Dec. 2010, Nowicki approached the Rochester Board of Education with a request to honor Malson by naming a school after him.
“Nowicki said he felt compelled to recognize Malson's heroism when he heard the story about how he died trying to save a civilian,” Rochester Patch
reported. “Malson's story, he said, reflects the values of the place where he grew up, and naming a school after him would leave a legacy for future
generations to learn about his heroism and that of others who fought in the war.”
So far, the Rochester Board of Education has decided not to name a school after Malson in accordance with the district’s school naming policy.
The district does, however, encourage the creation of a memorial – possibly outside the district’s administration building – to all Rochester graduates
who have sacrificed their lives in war.
Currently, there is a bench “that honors Malson’s memory” at Hamlin Elementary, where he attended school as a child, reported Rochester Patch. His
name is also engraved on a brick at Veterans Memorial Pointe.

In addition to Malson, two other Rochester-area soldiers have sacrificed their lives in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
Rochester Patch reported in January that, in addition to Malson, “Spec. Walter B. Howard II of Rochester died in February of 2006 when a makeshift
bomb exploded near his tank," and "Sgt. James S. Collins of Rochester Hills died in August 2007 while conducting combat operations.”

Memorial Day 2011
This Memorial Day, wear your own symbolic poppy by taking an hour or two to attend the annual Rochester Memorial Day Parade, taking a walk
through Veterans Memorial Pointe, or stopping to read the names on the WWII Honor Roll Monument. You can also visit the graves of soldiers in
cemeteries throughout Rochester and Rochester Hills.
Simply remember the sacrifices these men and women – and their families – have made to ensure that all of us wake to a new day full of promise. A
thanks, a prayer, an acknowledgement of their service is the least we can do with the greatest pride in our hearts.

