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(Below) Carol Tough,
RAHS Vice President,
Operations, served as
project manager for the
Surrey Restoration.
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(L to R Above)
"Christmas Carol" Parade Participants:
Mary Howarth, Bill Williams, Carol Tough,
Susan Wilson, Gail Kemler, Tom Asmus,
Katie Stozicki, Rod Wilson, Dave Gifford,
Charlie (Bob Lytle's grandson), Brian Dunphy,
Leslie Mack, Bob Lytle and Tiffany Stozicki.
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… and where we are now!
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(Right) Rod Wilson
shown preparing for
the first surrey
passengers,
Gail Kemler and
Susan Wilson, to
board for the 2014
Hometown Christmas
Parade.
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The Rochester-Avon Historical Society
President's Message ...
Looking Forward to Another Great Year
The holidays are over, and
the new year has just
begun. It’s a good time to
look back on some of last
year’s successes and look
ahead to our future programs
and projects.
One of our most visible
successes is our newly
Brian Dunphy, President
renovated surrey, which
Rochester-Avon
made its public debut at
Historical Society
the Rochester Hometown
Christmas Parade in December. Many thanks to our
project chair, Carol Tough, for her unrelenting eﬀorts,
stellar leadership and commitment to this project.
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Upcoming Programs …
Brown Bag and Monthly Library Lecture
Skip January; Return in February
Brown Bag Meeting
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015, at Noon
Rochester Community House
816 Ludlow Street

FREE AND
OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

"The Mills of Avon Township"
Deborah Remer, a longtime member of RAHS and a
member of the Society for the Preservation of Old Mills
(SPOOM), will discuss the mills in the Rochester area,
including present-day Shelby Township.
She will
introduce us to the inter-related people who were
owners of the mills, millers, makers of the millstones
and builders of the mills that were so essential to the
early economy of our community.

Last year also saw our third annual Mount Avon
Cemetery Walk in September, under
the able direction of project chair Debbie Larsen,
and our annual Antique Appraisal Day in March, led
by project chair Carol Tough. In addition, we had a
successful series of evening programs, thanks to our
director of programs, Margaret Bartos, and another
fine series of Brown Bag Luncheons, organized by
Gail Kemler. We also continued our everpopular downtown walking tours, thanks to Rod
Wilson.

Ms. Remer is the head of the archaeology program at
the Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm and
the editor of their final report on archaeology.
She
lectures quarterly at the museum and was the chairman
of the recent SPOOM Convention. A retired science
teacher at Walled Lake Middle School, Ms. Remer
earned a B.S. in environmental science and a M.S. in
earth science from Michigan State University.

We reached out to our community through sales
booths at the Greater Rochester Heritage Days in
May, the downtown Rochester Sidewalk Sales in
July and Kris Kringle Market in downtown Rochester
in December. Thanks again to Rod Wilson for
leading these projects.

RAHS Library Lecture
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
Rochester Hills Public Library
500 Olde Town Road

These projects and more will be our focus this year.
Please view our online calendar
at www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/
calendar, for event dates and other details as we
arrange them.
The eﬀorts of dedicated volunteers make possible all
of our programs and projects throughout the year.
We have openings for three Board
members: Director of Membership, Director of
Merchandising and Director of Fundraising. We also
have a need for volunteers for our many other
projects, programs and events. Please watch your
email for a message detailing our volunteer
opportunities. To volunteer, call 248-266-5440 or
email rahsupdates@gmail.com.
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Bring your lunch and enjoy the free coffee, tea and cookies for
this casual program.

FREE AND
OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

"The Parallel Lives of the
Hamlin and Woodward Families"
Deborah Larsen, RAHS research chair, will look at the
parallels in the lives and legacies of two of Rochester’s
prominent pioneer families. Learn how the paths of
John F. Hamlin and Lysander Woodward intersected
and shaped the history of our community.
As head of research for the RAHS, Ms. Larsen
researches and compiles property histories for historic
marker applications and the National Register of
Historic Places applications.
She prepared the
nomination package for listing the Griggs Brothers
Rochester Elevator Company Grain Elevator on the
National Register of Historic Places in 2010. Ms.
Larsen is the assistant director of the Mount Clemens
Public Library.
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Local Expert Rates "Antique Appraisal Day" a True Gem
Paul Haig is a local institution. An expert jeweler, a
collector of pre-Columbian art and the arts of Asia, as
well as a major contributor to the quality of our local
community experience, he will be sharing his time and
talents with the Rochester-Avon Historical Society again
this spring by entering the appraisal arena as he has so
many times before.
He's looking forward to participating again this year,
observing that Appraisal Day is "like Rochester's own
Antiques Roadshow." But, unlike the Antiques
Roadshow, attendees of Antique Appraisal Day are not
required to submit an application and win the draw to
obtain admission. Our event is local and free, with the
exception of a very reasonable
An item brought
appraisal fee for items of
for appraisal in 2013
value.
As was the case last year,
Paul plans to have an
assistant working with him
providing verbal and written
appraisals. This partnership
should maximize the number
of visitors served in his
particular area of expertise.
Appraisals historically have
run $5 for items appraising at
$20 or more. A limit of five items per person has been
observed to provide all attending a fair opportunity for
time with the appropriate experts for their particular
items. Putting the appraisal fees into perspective, Paul
says that $5 per item for a verbal appraisal is very
reasonable. He added that appraisal fees charged by
jewelers range from $25 to $100 per item for individual
pieces. (Per-item pricing is normally reduced when
multiple pieces are presented for appraisal at the same
time.) And, it's worth mentioning that the fees received
from appraisals during the Antique Appraisal Day event
support the ongoing work of the Rochester-Avon
Historical Society, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

Paul says that people bring an amazing array of items,
not unlike those one would find at Sotheby's or Christies'
auction houses.
When asked about items and/or materials that may be
trending currently, Paul detailed a number of items as
"very desirable.” They include antique silver jewelry,
vintage platinum or white gold and high-end period
pieces in the Classic, Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian,
Deco and Retro styles. In addition, there's a great deal
of interest in rose gold, as well as mixed metals
(contrasting and complementary pieces worn together).
In addition to his skills as a jeweler, art collector and
appraiser, Paul Haig has made a visible contribution to
Main Street with his exterior decorations. And, yes, the
seasonal decor gracing the building facade last
Christmas was, in fact,
repurposed. The
"Wizard of Oz" swirling
tornado visible from the
RAHS booth at
Sidewalk Sales last
summer was inverted
and served to grace the
night time landscape as
a festive, glittering
Christmas tree.

Photo: Leslie Mack

He points out that our event draws not just the local
population, but also residents from surrounding areas like
Lake Orion and Oxford. The excitement for Paul Haig is
found not necessarily in the value of the items seen, but
in the diversity or scope of items and the intrigue of never
knowing what will appear.
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Haig’s of Rochester
is located at
311 Main St.
Rochester, MI
248-652-3660
www.haigsofrochester.com
Left: View of Haig's building
from the RAHS booth
at Sidewalk Sales 2014.
Photo: Leslie Mack

Antique Appraisal Day is a "not-to-be-missed"
Annual Fundraising Event for RAHS.
Please mark your calendar now!
Sunday, Mar. 1, 2015
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.
Rochester Community House, 816 Ludlow
Appraisal Fee: $5 per Item / Cash Only / Maximum 5 Items
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The Torch Is Passed:
New Chapter for Era Newsletter Editor
A luncheon was held in
November to honor and
to thank Beatrice
Catherino for her years
of dedication as editor of
the Era newsletter and
to celebrate her future
plans. Bea has no
intention of slowing
down; in fact, quite the
opposite. She plans to
Beatrice V. Catherino
pursue new and different
interests—both personally and within our organization.
We thank her sincerely and look forward to her
continuing contributions to the RAHS.
Leslie Mack has taken on the position of ERA
newsletter editor effective with this issue.
This seems the perfect opportunity to remind
membership that we rely on the talents
enthusiasm of our volunteers to accomplish any
benefiting our organization and, ultimately,
community.

our
and
task
our

We Welcome These New RAHS Members
Born in Rochester, Laura Wilson Tafelsky graduated
from Rochester High School in 1966.
Laura's grandmother,
Elizabeth Butts Case,
owned the Butts farm. You
may recall seeing Laura
and her grandmother
pictured with the surrey in
our November/December,
2014 Era newsletter. Our
restored surrey originally
belonged to her family.
Laura's grandfather, Dr.
Robert Wilson, was president of Parke-Davis. Laura
lived with her parents first on South Street and later on
Walnut Street across from the Kemler family.
She is the proud mother of a daughter and a son.
Although Laura currently resides in Lansing, she says
that, "Rochester will always be home to me."
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org
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Bree Boettner is a student at Johns Hopkins
University, where she is currently working toward her
Masters of Arts in
Museums Studies with a
certificate in nonprofit
management.
She has worked diligently
with local historical
societies in Southeast
Michigan in digital
archiving, research and
customer service, among
many other duties.
Following her passions for museums, Bree continues
to take part in the development of educational
programming. While working on her M.A., she has
worked as research specialist and editor for the
National EMS Museum App. She not only looks
forward to actively engaging in RAHS events and
programming, but has already contributed her time
and talents (along with those of her husband),
working our booth at the Kris Kringle Market last
month. Thanks, Bree and Brad!
Samantha Lawrence, of Leonard, is a student at
Wayne State
University working
to complete her
Master of Library
Information Science
with a graduate
certificate in archival
administration.
A former student of
Oakland University,
Samantha now
interns at Meadowbrook Hall, working with a curator
doing archives, exhibits and research—the latter
being of greatest interest. Currently employed parttime at the Oakland County Research Library
digitizing government documents, she hopes one
day to work in a museum setting.
Samantha considered several local historical
societies but, based on more extensive research
and after attending one of the Mount Avon
Cemetery Walk events, she chose to join the RAHS
and looks forward to volunteering some free time to
our organization.
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RAHS Presents Certificates of Appreciation at City Council Meeting
Honoring Maintenance Efforts of WWII Memorial and Grounds
By Rod Wilson, Vice President, Finance
The World War II Honor Roll was erected in 1945 by the
Rochester Blue Star Mothers. Its first placement was in
the boulevard on Walnut
Blvd. at Main Street. It
was moved to Main Street
where Second Street
would be extended in
1963.
With the push for urban
renewal and the Honor
Roll in a state of disrepair,
it was torn down. Most of
the panels from the Honor
Roll were saved by John
Boeberitz whose mother
was instrumental in
having the Honor Roll
originally built.

Items from the Rod and
Susan Wilson Collection
Photo: Leslie Mack

Unknown to most, the panels were stored in Mr.
Boeberitz' garage for over 30 years. The panels were
discovered in the 1990s, and in 1999 RAHS decided to
have the Honor Roll restored and placed in a location
for everyone to see.
It was a two-year process, and on Memorial Day
weekend in 2002, the Honor Roll was rededicated. This
was made possible through a community effort of cash
donations and in-kind donations totaling approximately
$150,000.

•

The Rochester Garden Club, a Branch of
the National Woman's Farm and Garden
Association, for their donation of the
planting of red, white and blue flowers at
the Honor Roll every year since 2002.

•

The Department of Public Works, City of
Rochester, for their continued support of
keeping the area around the Honor Roll well
manicured and for replacement of the
lighting system with LED lights which
require a lot less maintenance.

•

The PaintCrew.com owner Merlin Bush and
his paint crew for their donation of the
restoration painting of the Honor Roll. The
refreshing red, white and blue colors shine
brightly once again.

T h e c e r t i fi c a t e s
were presented at
the Dec. 15
Rochester City
Council meeting by
RAHS President
Brian Dunphy.
Thank you to the
entire community
for your continued
support of the
Honor Roll.

The Honor Roll stands today on City property next to the
Rochester Police Department.
Over the past 12 years, RAHS has weeded the flower
garden, trimmed the shrubbery, replaced flags, had a
sprinkler system installed and replaced the lighting
system two times (these lighting systems required the
replacement of all 11 bulbs at least twice a year).
Honored with Certificates of Appreciation for
maintenance and services provided were:
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society (RAHS)
was founded in 1969 to help preserve, collect
and interpret the history of the greater Rochester
area for present and future generations.
For more information, including a list of
upcoming events, visit online at:
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org
Page 5

The Rochester-Avon Historical Society
Opening Night: Another Step!
A Theatre in Downtown Rochester …
A Dream in Progress
By Katharine J. Burns
THE THEATRE GROUP OF
ROCHESTER COMPANY
celebrated its three-year
anniversary as a Committee
with a bag full of assorted
candy from Sanders. Yes, the
first meeting was held Nov. 29,
2011, with a group of
interested community
residents to explore the
possibility of creating an Art House Movie Theatre in
downtown Rochester. We continued to refer to ourselves
as just "the Committee" until now when we are officially
referred to as "the TGRC Committee".
The search for a fundraiser
consultant continues; however,
we recently were very fortunate
to have a successful fundraiser
volunteer, pro bono, attend the
Committee Meeting for a full two
hours to explain and explore the
fundamentals of fund raising.
What a fabulous experience! He
said he was interested in doing
the pro bono work because he is
excited and supportive about the
project.

Newsletter January/February, 2015

Kris Kringle Market A Success
By Rod Wilson
The RAHS booth at the downtown Rochester Kris
Kringle Market had record sales of $966, the crowds
were awesome and the temperatures were about 25
degrees warmer than last year.

President Brian Dunphy, works a shift in the RAHS booth

Thank you for helping make this a fun event to
Margaret Bartos, new member Bree Boettner and
her husband Brad, Brian Dunphy, Gerry Coon,
Debbie Gambino, Kay Johnson, Debbie Larsen, Ray
Lucas, Leslie Mack, Penny Reddish, Carol Tough
and Bill Williams, who worked two shifts and helped
with set-up and take-down.
Also a thank you to Kay Johnson for arranging the
use of a heater and a roll of carpet from
Bloomingdale Construction.
.

Don't Miss These
Upcoming Events
Rod Wilson shares one of two

The weekend of Kris Kringle was new promotional pieces at
Kris Kringle Market
also a very special moment for us.
In the warming tent, various
committee members were available to share the
information on our new website by
passing out two new and different
business cards
created by two
committee members. The website
is up and running and is:
www.theatregrouprc.org. It was
created by one of our very own
members, and you can access it
through Google or the browser
address bar. Hope you will "go and
check it out" for information, etc. It
is really beautiful, and we are really proud of it.
So stay tuned in for more development of the Theatre
Project, and I hope you had a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful Holiday Season.
www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Please mark your
calendar now!
Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Evening Program @ Library
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2015
7:00 p.m.

Antique Appraisal Day
Sunday, Mar. 1, 2015
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.
Brown Bag Lunch
Tuesday, Mar. 3, 2015
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Evening Program @ Library
Thursday, Mar. 5, 2015
7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2015
sun mon tue wed thu

fri

sat

1
8
15
22

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

MARCH 2015
sun mon tue wed thu

fri

sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
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Contact Information for
RAHS Board of Directors and Committees

Volunteer Areas of Interest

RAHS Board of Directors

How would you like to participate?

Brian Dunphy, President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Carol Tough, Vice President, Operations . . . . . . .
Rod Wilson, Vice President, Finance . . . . . . . . . . .
Janet Potton, Vice President, Development . . . . .
June Hopaluk, Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . .
Mary Howarth, Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tiffany Stozicki, Director, Communications . . . . . .
Leslie Mack, Director, Membership . . . . . . . . . . . .
Margaret Bartos, Director, Programs . . . . . . . . . . .
Cary Downer, Director, Special Projects . . . . . . . .
Gail Kemler, Director, Historical Preservation . . . .

248-266-5624
248-375-0084
248-651-6178
248-652-7296
248-652-9242
248-375-0206
248-650-0415
586-924-4961
248-759-4768
248-652-1854
248-651-0907

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual Picnic
Antique Appraisal Day
Historic Research
Historic Walking Tour Guide/Assistant
Fundraising
Genealogy Research
Heritage Days
Oral History
Publications
Refreshments at Meetings
Sidewalk Sales
Special Project Volunteer

•

Other ______________________________
(Feel free to suggest. If we don't oﬀer it,
we may consider adding it!)

Committee Chairpersons
Deborah Larsen, Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248-375-2974
Leslie Mack, Editor, Rochester Era Newsletter . . . 586-924-4961
David Gifford, Media . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248-941-7587

New
$10
$18
$25
$35
$75
$250

Renewal
Student
Individual
Family
Contributing
Institution
Patron

Join the Rochester-Avon Historical Society Today!
Membership Application
Name:
Address:

Volunteer Areas of Interest
How would you like to participate?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annual Picnic
Antique Appraisal Day
Historic Research
Historic Walking Tour Guide/Assistant
Fundraising
Genealogy Research
Heritage Days
Oral History
Publications
Refreshments at Meetings
Sidewalk Sales
Special Project Volunteer
Other ______________________________
(Feel free to suggest. If we don't oﬀer it,
we may consider adding it!)

Phone:
Email:

www.rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org

Mail completed form with check payable to:
Rochester-Avon Historical Society
P O Box 80783
Rochester, MI 48308-0783
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Heritage Days Planning Committee Seeks to Enlist Volunteers
By Liz Golding
Use your imagination to travel back to the early 1800s and Rochester's founding. Even then this was an exciting
little gem in Oakland County. The farmers brought their goods into town, gathered supplies, shared news with
friends, talked about how the town was growing and wondered if it would just get too big.
We fast forward to 2015 and look around you. Greater Rochester is a reason to thank our founders and celebrate
their contributions to our beautiful community. On May 23 and 24,
with the driving force of the organizations that work to preserve our
history, we will observe our Heritage Days.
Participate in the games, see vintage exhibits, The Great Lakes
Timber Show, listen to music from bygone days and much more.
The fun starts on Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Sunday
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Rochester Park.
Heritage Days is a very large event and the committee needs your
help! We would love to have volunteers from nonprofits and any
individuals who would like to make history in 2015. Our group is fun
and hard-working. Won't you come and join us?
Mark your calendars now and join in celebrating Rochester's Heritage.

A 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization

For more information contact: www.events2dinosaurhill.org

P O Box 80783
Rochester, MI 48308-0783

"Pride in Preserving the Past"

