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Newberry House Listed on National Register of
Historic Places
By Deborah Larsen
October 9, 2018, and was an important day in the history of the 155-year-old
Milo Prentice Newberry House, on Bloomer Road in Rochester. On that day,
the property was officially listed on the National Register of Historic Places by
the U.S. Department of the Interior.
The Newberry house is the last intact example of a Victorian-era farmhouse
within the limits of the City of Rochester. Milo Newberry built the house for his
family in 1863, using timber that he had harvested and milled from his own land
lying along the Clinton River. The house includes floors of native hickory and
maple, and features built-in cabinetry and casework from Milo Newberry’s own
hand.
Milo Newberry lived in the house until his death in 1909, and reared a family of
seven children there. After the death of his widow, Milo’s granddaughter,
Mabell Howell Frank, and her husband Lucius “Bert” Frank lived in the house
until their own deaths. The farm was eventually sold, but the house and a few
acres of the original land remain in family hands to this day. RAHS member
Penny Reddish, who is Milo Newberry’s great-great-granddaughter, is the
current owner.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Reminder: We will NOT have monthly meetings for December 2018 and
January 2019. See you in February!
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President’s Message:
Since our lecture season opened in
September, we have already had three
wonderful programs exploring Detroit’s
Eastern Market, maritime archaeology,
and the local history of Native Americans.
While we take a holiday break with
programming in December and January,
RAHS’s programming resumes in February
and continues through May. We are
excited to bring you even more varied and
interesting lectures in 2019 and stay
Tiffany Dziurman
tuned for programming focused on
President
woman suffrage and the 19th amendment
Rochester-Avon Historical Society
as we approach the 100th anniversary of
its ratification in 2020.
As you know, RAHS has many new board members and new leadership. We are also looking for new
volunteers and new faces to join us in preserving our local history. RAHS encourages people of all ages to
volunteer, attend meetings, and spread the news about our programs and activities. If you know a high
school or college student who loves history, let them know we have opportunities for them to volunteer
and take leadership roles by serving on committees and volunteering for events (there is more information
about volunteer opportunities in this edition of the newsletter). Volunteering is a great way to encourage
students to make a positive difference in the community in which they live.
RAHS also participates in National History Day (NHD) and we would love to encourage your school-aged
children and grandchildren to be involved in this great program through their schools and school districts.
We are here to help provide advice and guidance on their NHD projects – just send us an email, Facebook
or Instagram DM, or give us a call!
From all of us at the Rochester-Avon Historical Society, we wish you all Happy Holidays and a great New
Year!
Visit us regularly on Facebook, Instagram, and on our web site for the latest information and updates about
RAHS happenings.
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Calling All Volunteers!
Kris Kringle Market:
We would love to see some new faces volunteer for upcoming
events. First up is the Kris Kringle Market. Visit
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/30e0945aaa72ba7
fd0-kris to volunteer for a time slot. Meet new friends and get
involved!

Antique Appraisal Day:
We are in need of someone to chair our popular annual Antique
Appraisal Day event. The event is the first Sunday in March and
our previous chair, Carol Tough, has everything organized for
the new chair. This event is a great fundraiser for RAHS and a
wonderful community event. If we cannot find someone to
handle Antique Appraisal Day, we will have to cancel the event
in 2019.

Historic Walking Tour
Committee:

Kris Kringle Booth 2015

Kris Kringle Market
RAHS will once again be at the
downtown Rochester Kris Kringle
Market on Friday, Nov. 30 from 4
pm to 10 pm and Saturday, Dec. 1
from Noon to 10 pm. The market
was inspired by the 700-year old
tradition of the open-air Christmas
markets throughout Europe and
features holiday shopping, food
items, crafts, fresh greens, and
more. The Kris Kringle Market will
be located on W. Fourth Street
(between Walnut & Main).

Interested in serving on a RAHS
committee? Our new Historic
Walking Tour Committee needs a
few dedicated volunteers to help
redesign our downtown tours,
create a new tour of the Mt.
Avon Cemetery, set a tour
schedule, and lead tours from
May through October. This is an
exciting committee to join and
will have a lasting impact on the
community.

Get a jump on your holiday
shopping and purchase some local
history for new and old friends.
Stop by and see us!
“Step Baa-ck in Time”
RAHS’s scarecrow for the
Rochester Hills Museum’s
Pumpkin Festival
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COVER STORY CONTINUED:

Newberry House Listed on National Register of Historic Places
The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the nation's historic places worthy of
preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Register is
part of a program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and
protect America's historic and archeological resources. Listing on the National Register is a high
honor.
To be eligible for consideration for the National Register, a nominated property must have its
application package endorsed by the State Historic Preservation Review Board, and must meet a
detailed set of criteria specified by the Secretary of the Interior. In endorsing the Milo Prentice
Newberry House for listing on the National Register, the Michigan State Historic Preservation Review
Board acknowledged both the unique architecture of the house and the property’s contribution to
the settlement and development of the Rochester area.

Proclamation of Gail Kemler & Rod Wilson

Two RAHS members receive special honors
from City of Rochester
During the Rochester City Council meeting on Oct. 8, 2018, Rod
Wilson and Gail Kemler both received special proclamations
from the city for their years of services and commitment to
preserving the history of Rochester area. Rod was honored for
leading the RAHS historic walking tours of downtown Rochester
for the past 14 years. Gail was honored for her many years of
serving on Rochester’s Historic Districts Commission and Study
Committee, from which she is stepping down.
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Meet our first vice president
Hello there! My name is Sarah Helferich. I am the
newly elected First Vice President for the RochesterAvon Historical Society. I worked with the former First
Vice President, Carol Tough, to learn all aspects
possible before taking over this role. I'm excited to be
a new part of RAHS!
I was born in Rochester, Michigan, in 1975. I have lived
in Rochester and Rochester Hills all my life, and
attended Rochester Community Schools. I have a 21
year old son, who I also raised here!
I graduated from Oakland Community College in 1999,
with a Liberal Arts Associate degree. I graduated
Oakland University in 2007 with a Bachelor's of Science
degree. I have supporting endorsement in Nutrition
from Wayne State Extension.
I taught preschool for 7 years. Currently, I volunteer
within the community. I have participated with the
Rochester Rock-It Volunteers, Rochester
Neighborhood House, Veteran’s Breakfast, and
through two local schools.

Sarah Helferich
1st Vice-President
Rochester-Avon Historical Society

Read All About It!
“Remembering Rochester”
Three-Book Bundle for
Why not relive
Rochester’s rich history
to the fullest with this
three-book
“Remembering
Rochester” bundle, full
of entertaining and
enlightening tales?
Author Deborah Larsen’s compilations offer short,
yet comprehensive overviews of our town, its
entrepreneurs and businesses, as well as its losses.

I grew up appreciating old-time Rochester, as my
mother was born on Van Hoosen Farm. My
grandfather farmed Sarah Van Hoosen's land for many
years. I grew up going to the D&C store and have many Learn more about locations, structures and events of
particular interest, or simply enjoy memories
fond memories of the downtown area. I have been
sparked by the stories presented.
actively involved in the community since I was a teen.
I am thrilled to be a part of this very important and
worthwhile group.

Priced at only $15, this bundle contains the titles
shown here. These make wonderful holiday gifts for
friends, relatives, neighbors, teachers, and others.
Proceeds from the sale of these and all merchandise
items offered by RAHS fund our ongoing
preservation and educational efforts throughout the
year.
Available online and at RAHS events. For online
purchases, visit
http://rochesteravonhistoricalsociety.org/our-store
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Don’t miss these upcoming events
Be sure to mark your calendar now!
November 1, 2018 - Evening Program @ the Library,
Tuesday, November 1 7:00 p.m.
November 30, 2018 - Kris Kringle Market,
Friday 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
December 1, 2018 - Kris Kringle Market,
Saturday noon to 10:00 p.m.
January 11, 2018 - RAHS Member Party

More to come……

There is now a private Facebook group for members
of the Rochester-Avon Historical Society to share
photos and memories of the greater Rochester, MI
area. Negative posts and comments and anything
that does not contribute to a positive experience for
RAHS group members will be deleted. Please be
respectful of your fellow RAHS members and enjoy
sharing the memories! Find us on Facebook under
Rochester-Avon Historical Society Group.

Remind App
If you would like to receive
automatic text messages about
our upcoming programs and
events, text @rochavonhs to the
number 81010. You’ll receive a
welcome text from Remind.
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Board of Directors
Tiffany Dziurman, President
Sarah Helferich, First Vice President
Brian Dunphy, Second Vice President
Janet Potton, Corresponding Secretary
Ginger Ketelsen, Recording Secretary
Cary Downer, Treasurer
Katie Stozicki, Director, Communications
Carla Gallusser, Director, ERA Newsletter
Richard Dengate, Director, Membership
Dave Parkes, Director, Programs
Barb Bates, Director, Special Projects

248-410-5490
248-688-2434
248-376-3460
248-765-1571
248-496-2032
586-201-2285
248-410-6880
248-872-5088
248-390-7012
586-202-7091
248-495-6258

Committee Chairpersons
Gail Kemler, Honorary Historian
Deborah Larsen, Research
Gary Jaracz, Media
Samantha Lawrence, Oral History

407-439-1786
248-375-2974
313-407-9326
586-255-1883

JOIN TODAY!!
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